THE ADIL SHAHI KINGDOM OF BIJAPUR.
1490 to 1660 A. D.

In the division of the Bahamani kingdom, Naldrug fell to the lot of
the Adil Shahi kings of Bijapur, and they, in turn, greatly increased and
strengthened its defences. It was often a cause of dissension between the
Adil Shahi and the Nizam Shahi potentates, lying as it did upon the nominal
frontier line of Bijapur and Ahmednagar and was beseiged by both in
turn, as the condition of the walls on the south face bear ample testimony,
as also the marks of canon balls, as well as the breeches which had after-
wards been filled up*

The founder of the Adil Shahi kingdom was Yusuf Adil Shah, who
declared his Independence at Bijapur in 1489. Yusuf Adil had a formidable
enemy In Kasim Berud of Bidar who fomented Intrigue to undermine his
power and Incited the Raja of Vijayanagar to declare war against him.
Vijayanagar was, however, defeated owing to Internal dissensions. Yusuf
was succeeded by Ismail Adil Shah in whose reign there were severe wars
with Vijayanagar. Krishna Davaraya, the greatest sovereign of the Vijaya-
nagar dynasty, marched to Raichur with a large army and on the 19th of
May, 1520, won a decisive victory. Never again did Ismail venture to attack
Vijayanagar. He died in 1534 and was succeeded by Mallu Adil Shah, who
was deposed by Ibrahim Adil Shah in 1535.

Ibrahim Adil Shah ascended the throne in 1535 A, D. and ruled till
1558 A.D. Civil strife at Vijayanagar tended to Increase the power of Ibrahim
and, moreover, war continued between Bijapur and Ahmednagar. There
Is an inscription dated 1548 A. D. in the Fort of Paranda which mentions the
surrender of Ahmednagar to Boorkhan Nizam Shah.

In 1558 A. D. Ali Adil Shah succeeded to the throne. When Ali Adil
Shah, son of the king, visited Naldrug, he added to its fortifications,
rebuilt the western wall and made many other additions with a view to
make the fort well nigh impregnable; but, his greatest work was the erection
of a stone dam across the river Borri, which, by retaining the water above
it, afforded the garrison an unlimited supply. There is an inscription dated
1613 stating that this dam attained very great fame.

It was during the reign of Ali Adil Shah that the confederacy of the
Deccan sultanates was formed against Vijayanagar. This was strengthened
by a matrimonial alliance between Ahmednagar and Bijapur. Chand Bibi
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